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June 3, 2020 
 
Dear Tenafly Students, Staff and Families, 
 
No matter our race, ethnicity, income or intellect, the global events that have transpired 
this week required each and every one of us to carefully, cautiously, and closely examine 
the true work we do as learners, as educators and as parents/caregivers.    
 
Just as we started to see a glimmer of light at the end of the COVID-19 Pandemic tunnel, 
we were thrust into a second tunnel of darkness, reminded of the persistent, national 
challenges that continue to exist with regard to injustice, division, and civil unrest.   
 
Trapped in our homes, it is difficult to avoid the images and reminders that relay the cries 
of the nation, as they shine bright on our TVs, our devices, and, perhaps in the loudest, 
most troublesome of all places, our social media feeds.  
 
As educators and parents, we seek to protect children from these images, to be selective 
in what they see/hear/experience, and to offer them safe spaces to go to as a means of 
escape or comfort. Yet, as we recognize that each and every person is impacted in 
specific and particular ways by these events, we must also pause to recognize that the 
topics of division and difference can be uniquely unifying.  For this reason, healthy 
conversations must be had, feelings released, and opinions shared. 
 
The current virtual condition we, as educators, find ourselves in creates physical distance 
from those we serve, making it more difficult to assess and address the needs of students 
and their families. Separated by screens and blind to body language, we are sadly limited 
in our offerings to students in need.  Nevertheless, we remain ready and available for 
you.  If you or a member of your family is facing feelings of unrest, troubling emotions, or 
heightened concerns, please reach out to your school counselor/case manager or 
principal for assistance.  We will be happy to provide proper assistance and/or direct you 
to others who can best serve your needs. 
 
The statement I shared yesterday, composed by the Bergen County Association of 
School Administrators, captures the sentiment of my superintendent colleagues and me, 
specifically the  need to provide staff, students and families with resources that foster 
healthy conversations and meaningful dialogue on today’s most current, relevant, and 
challenging matters.  More importantly, this statement articulates that it is not a “one and 
done” communication.  We remain committed to continuing the conversation. 
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With this in mind, I have included below links to multiple resources, compliments of our 
Director of Guidance, Ms. Jayne Bembridge.  All have been vetted by the NJ School and 
SAC Counselor Online Collaborative.    I hope you find them helpful:   
 
Teaching Tolerance - Beyond the Golden Rule 
 
Your Kids Aren't Too Young to Talk About Race 
 
Social Justice Book List 
 
Curriculum for White Americans to Educate Themselves on Race and Racism (includes 
video on microagressions) 
 
For White Teachers in the Times of #BlackLivesMatter 
 
National Association of School Psychologists:  Resources for Understanding Race and 
Privilege 
 

In the face of these challenging times, I wish you the strength to endure, the power to 
grow, and a continued commitment to empathetic, compassionate practices of 
citizenship.  
 
Kindly, 

Shauna  
Shauna C. DeMarco 
Superintendent 
 

 

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:6daf20c8-725e-4032-9324-0a2d74120dee
https://www.prettygooddesign.org/blog/Blog%20Post%20Title%20One-5new4?fbclid=IwAR3a87id4lOxGzAQcJ3VGDVo5604_PKTEdzX7jDC4mgabA-bXvMxhMOsizQ
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/
http://citizenshipandsocialjustice.com/2015/07/10/curriculum-for-white-americans-to-educate-themselves-on-race-and-racism/
http://citizenshipandsocialjustice.com/2015/07/10/curriculum-for-white-americans-to-educate-themselves-on-race-and-racism/
http://practicaltheory.org/blog/2016/07/07/for-white-teachers-in-the-time-of-blacklivesmatter/
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/diversity/social-justice/understanding-race-and-privilege
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/diversity/social-justice/understanding-race-and-privilege

